
MONKEY POX 
 

Although the sudden emergence of 
monkeypox can be alarming after over 
two years of living through the COVID-
19 pandemic, monkeypox is not a new 
virus and does not spread in the same 
way as COVID-19.  
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SUMMARY 
Declared by the Biden administration a public health emergency, Monkeypox is a viral 
disease, transmitted to humans from animals such as rodents and non-human primates. 
The Monkeypox virus belongs to the Orthopoxvirus genus which is the same family of the 
smallpox virus. The disease primarily occurs in Central and West Africa, but lately there 
is a significant increase in reported cases where monkeypox is not commonly seen. 

The disease is transmitted through direct contact with infectious sores, scabs, or body 
fluids, including during sex, as well as activities like kissing, hugging, massaging, and 
cuddling. While the current cases are most seen among social networks of gay, bisexual 
and other men who have sex with men, transgender people, and non-binary people, 
anyone can get and spread the disease. 

As of August 4, 2022, there were 7,102 confirmed cases in the United States. 

Signs and Symptoms of Monkeypox are: 

- Flu-Like symptoms (Fever, muscle aches, or fatigue) 
- Rash with fluid-filled bumps 



Symptom onset ranges from 5-21 days. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MONKEYPOX, PLEASE VISIT: 
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Monkeypox.pdf 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/monkeypox 

https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/monkeypox 

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/index.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Monkeypox.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/monkeypox
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/monkeypox


Figure 1 COVID-19 vs. Monkeypox characteristics 

 
 

 

 



Figure 2 COVID-19 vs. Monkeypox Symptoms 

 



Monkeypox Vaccine 
The federal supply of monkeypox vaccine (JYNNEOS) remains limited. The vaccine is available 
only to gay or bisexual men and transgender 18 years of age and older who had multiple or 
anonymous sex partners in the last 14 days, and immunocompromised people you may be at risk 
for severe disease. 

For more information about the Monkeypox vaccine, you can visit: 

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/considerations-for-monkeypox-vaccination.html 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/considerations-for-monkeypox-vaccination.html

	MONKEY POX
	CONTENTS
	SUMMARY
	LEARN MORE
	COVID-19 and Monkeypox Characteristics table
	COVID-19 and Monkeypox Symptoms table
	Monkeypox Vaccine
	SUMMARY
	TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MONKEYPOX, PLEASE VISIT:
	Figure 1 COVID-19 vs. Monkeypox characteristics
	Figure 2 COVID-19 vs. Monkeypox Symptoms
	Monkeypox Vaccine


